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TRASHY 
ART 
Galleries 
for garbage 
Art as garbage? Garbage as art? _ 
Questions for people with a lot of free 
time. Garbage in art, on the other hand, 
is a timely concept worthy of discussion. 
For.,. with financial assistance from Keep 
Providence Beautiful and the Rhode 
Island State Council on the Arts, and 
inspiration from China, artist Tracy 
Brown has created four trash cans 
worthy of gallery display. 
Last January, Brown traveled to China 
- land of the multifarious garbage 
receptacle. Every public trash container 
in China is a different shape or color. 
Americans, on the other hand, are stuck 
with the same old green, brown or blue 
bins. Not very inviting places, even for 
garbage. Brown was thus inspired to 
add color and imagination to the urban 
same~Jd-same~ld. 
"Litter Habitats" are Brown's name 
for items previously referred to as 
nothing more polite than "rubbish bins." 
But her receptacles are topped with 
elaborate architectural models of 
downtownscapes and Colonial houses. 
The bases, i_nspired by John McPhee's 
Rising Up From the Plains, offer a peek 
at the earth that garbage-producers too 
often forget. One for the East Side 
illustrates the soil layers beneath College 
Hill, the downtownscape shows the 
.pipe labyrinth that winds below its 
skyscrapers like metal roots. 
Brown built her four wooden 
prototypes entirely by hand. She would 
like to see her "habitats" mass-produced 
in forms that retain the site-specific 
characteristics that make them an 
intriguing part of the urban landscape. 
"People act differently when they're 
outdoors," reasons Brown. "Inside, 
you're a lot less likely to just throw 
something on the ground. Hopefully, the 
Litter Habitats will help people establish 
a needed connection between the inside 
and outside worlds .... so they'll behave 
better!" 
The "Litter Habitats" will be on view 
through October at the Rhode Island School 
of Design Museum of Art, 224 Benefit 
Street, Providence, before they are put into 
use throughout Providence. Anyone inter-
ested in acquiring a "Litter Habitat" can 
call Keep Providence Beautiful at 351-6440. 
-Paige Van Antwerp 
